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TLBC   

The Problem of the Intellectual
Acts 17:15-34

Introduction:

What is your philosophy of Life?

How do you answer the following questions?

Where did I come from? -- In the ﻿﻿beginning ﻿﻿God created the heavens and the earth.

Why am I here?

Question: What is the chief end of man?


Answer: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever (W.S.C.)
Where am I going? -- And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, (Heb 9:27)
In this section of the book of Acts we are going to see how the apostle Paul meets and disputes with pagan philosophers. Every man’s philosophy of life begins with a presupposition from which he explains the reality around him.
We will discover that Paul’s philosophy of life begins with this presupposition:
“There is an all-wise, all-powerful, all-knowing, all-righteous, all-loving God Who created all things, controls all things, and has revealed Himself in the Hebrew/Christian Scriptures.”
I. Paul Provoked – 17:15-21

A. In the Streets 17:15-16
1. Boastful Intellectualism – 17:15

“So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and ﻿﻿receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.”
Rome left Athens alone. They could do as they pleased.
It was the University of the World. It was the center of:
  Literature, Art, Oratory


Religion – many gods


   Mathematics – Pythagoras

      Architecture – Parthenon


Philosophy – Plato, Socrates
Athens became the school of Greece. Greece became the school of the world.

2. Bankrupt Intellectualism – 17:16
“Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, ﻿﻿his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city was ﻿﻿given over to idols.”
Paul was provoked παροξύνω – aroused to anger. It is used in the N.T. only one other time, (I Cor. 13:5)
Love …is not easily angered.
In the Greek O.T. it is often connected to idolatry.
Your ﻿﻿calf [idol] ﻿﻿is rejected, O Samaria! My anger is aroused against them— How long until they attain to innocence? 

The main reason Paul was angry was that he was a Jew and raised a Jew. The first two commandments of the Decalogue forbade idolatry. Paul was not so much angry at the People of Athens as he was at Satan for enslaving men to idolatry.
Paul said in I Cor. 10:20, “What Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons” 
So Paul had good reason to be angry at idolatry and he was in good company – Jehovah God!
B. In the Synagogue – 17:17a
“Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers,”
This was still his custom and it was still the logical thing to do. He did not see any Jews out in the streets preaching against idolatry. They had either given up or had never tried.
C. In the Square – 17:17b

“and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. 

The marketplace (ἀγορᾷ) was the center of civic life. The philosophers debated and presented their views.

The two main groups were: the Epicureans and the Stoics.
Paul preached the incarnation of the God-man, His life, death and resurrection.
D. On the Summit – 17:18-21

1. Their Philosophies – 17:18-20
a. Their Chains – 17:18
1) Their beliefs – 17:18a
“Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some said, “What does this ﻿﻿babbler want to say?” 

Epicureans – The gods have no interest in mankind.



Indulgence is the key to life.



The chief end of man is pleasure.



There is no life after death.

Stoics – God is the world-soul – the world in his body.



They were fatalist – 



Man should live according to nature.



Virtue is the supreme good.



Man should be above passions.



He should not be moved by joy or grief, pleasure or pain.

They called Paul a babbler, σπερμολόγος. Seed-picker -- He is like a bird, picking up scrap of information here and a scrap there. What does he wish to say?
2) Their blindness – 17:18b
“Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods, δαιμονίων,” because he preached to them ﻿﻿Jesus and the resurrection.
The word they used for “gods” was δαιμονίων. It is used 62 times in the N.T., Fifty-two times in the Gospels. This is the only time in Acts. It probably has the sense of “divinities” - They seem to be calling Paul’s “strange god’s.
What will Paul preach here?  -- These people had never heard of Jesus or of the God of the Bible. Paul was not ashamed of the gospel. The only message to these or to any people on the face of the earth is the Gospel message.
Therefore, he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. They would understand that “Jesus” was the name of a person. But they also thought that the resurrection was a kind of God as well. They could not believe that a dead man could be raised to life. That did not fit with their philosophy.
b. Their Challenge – 17:19-20
“And they took him and brought him to the ﻿﻿Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak? ﻿For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things mean.”
The Areopagas (Aρειον πάγον) was more of a council than a place. It met on Mars Hill. The council had authority over matters of religion and morals.
2. Their Pastime – 17:21
“For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.”
This verse is little more than a parenthesis explaining why they had interest in what Paul was saying. They wanted to hear some new thing. They are like some today in church circles. They have found some “new” truth that has eluded Bible scholars for centuries.
Yet, it was this curiosity gave Paul a chance to speak to them.
II. Paul Preaching – 17:22-34
A. The Logical Sequence of his message – 17:22-31

1. The Beginning – 17:22-23
a. Their Ignorance – 17:22-23a
“Then Paul stood in the midst of the ﻿﻿Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Paul started on a sort of positive note. “I perceive that in all things you are very religious;”

He wasn’t praising their religious devotion, but he had their attention. He stood up boldly for Christ.



Against their: 


       He gave
· Foolish superstitions –   

a tremendous truth

· Vain philosophies –

the Gospel
· Hopeless despair – 
   
absolute certainty

· Dead idols – 


the living God
While Paul was walking around among their multitude of idols, he saw one marked TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. You worship a god you don’t even know!
b. Their intelligence – 17:23b
“Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 
He found common ground: They believed in an unknown god and Paul knew His name, O.T. Jehovah/ N.T. Jesus.
Did you catch their presupposition? Rather superstition?
Concerning where they came from: Some pagans thought- they came from either from fire or water or light (three indispensible things).
Concerning what they are doing here: One group thought that they should seek pleasure. The other group that they should deny pleasure.

Concerning where they were going: They had no concept of life after death.

2. The Basis – the unknown god – 17:24-30
a. He Created You – 17:24-25

Here is Paul’s presupposition”
﻿
“God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is ﻿﻿Lord of heaven and earth, ﻿﻿does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He ﻿﻿gives to all life, breath, and all things.”
God created you. Does that fit within Paul’s presupposition? Yes.
God is all-powerful. He can do it.
God is all-loving. He would do it.

God is all-knowing. He would know how to do it.

He provides for you. He ﻿﻿gives to all life, breath, and all things.

b. He Controls You – 17:26
1) As to race – 17:26a

“And He has made from one, every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth”
From one man refers back to Adam. This would be a blow to Athenian pride. They were sourced in the same original Creation as everyone else! 
One purpose of this Creation was to populate the planet (Gen. 1:28)

2) As to boundaries – 17:26b
“and has determined their pre-appointed times and ﻿﻿the boundaries of their dwellings, 

This sovereign God has omnipotently decreed the history (the times) and boundaries (the exact places) for the nations (cf. Deut. 32:8). 
Greece was not the only nation on earth! Surprise!
c. He Convicts You – 17:27-29
1) What they already felt – 17:27

“so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, ﻿﻿though He is not far from each one of us;”
The God of creation has revealed Himself in that creation.

Romans 1:20
“For since the creation of the world ﻿﻿His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and ﻿﻿Godhead, so that they are without excuse,”
The revelation was there, but they had to look for it “grope after it,” like someone walking in the dark. They were satisfied with the work of their own hands. They would not know His name. That is a matter of special revelation, the Scriptures. But, they didn’t even try.
2) What they had almost found – 17:28
“for ﻿﻿in Him we live and move and have our being, ﻿﻿as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’
Paul was not endorsing their poets, but they had stumbled on this truth. We are God’s offsprings. We are created by God. Since the fall, we are not children of God. (John 1:12, 13) They had access to a kernel of truth about God.

3) What they had almost forgotten – 17:29

“Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, ﻿﻿we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.”

Knowing that much about God, they should have known better than to try to make an image χάραγμα, mark or a sign. It is used 8 times in the N.T. once here and 7 times in Rev. referring to the Mark of the beast. All idolatry is headed in that direction.
d. He Commands You – 17:30
“Truly, ﻿﻿these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,”
“times of ignorance God overlooked” -- This does not mean that the sin did not count or that that there would be no accounting in judgment. He is not speaking of eternal judgment here, but temporal judgment; meaning that God did not judge them with physical judgment at that time.
Now He is commanding men everywhere to repent! -- So, repentance is necessary for salvation? No? 

Paul is saying that there is one eternal God Who has provided salvation through the death of His Son in the place of man. You can worship those “gods” or the God of creation. If you worship those gods you cannot be saved. If you leave those gods and listen to the message of the true God, then you are in a position to believe on Jesus and receive eternal life.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

In other words, as long as you are worshiping idols, you are not in a position to believe on Jesus. Although the simple gospel of “faith in Christ” specifies no preconditions at all, the fact remains that a repentant heart is obviously better soil for faith than an unrepentant heart.
It is one thing to say that repentance facilitates faith in Christ for eternal life – the Bible teaches that. It is quite another thing to say that repentance is a requirement for eternal life- that the Bible does not teach.  Zane Hodges.
-------------------------------------------------------------------
3. The Burden – 17:31

a. The Degree of Judgment – 17:31a

“because He has appointed a day on which ﻿﻿ He will judge the world.”
Greek theology (such as it was) had no concept of coming judgment. Paul explode that idea on them like a bomb. Judgment is coming! The day has already been set.

b. The Definition of Judgment – 17:31b 
“He will judge the world in righteousness”
This righteous Judge is not capricious. He will bring righteous judgment on the world. The judgment is still temporal. (Context)
It refers to the Tribulation period when God will judge the world right here on the earth.
c. The Dramatization of Judgment – 17:31c
“by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by ﻿﻿raising Him from the dead.” 

The proof that this is true is given in the resurrection of that judge, Jesus Christ. (John 16:5-11)
B. The Limited Success of the message – 17:32-34

1. Derision – 17:32-33

“And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others said, “We will hear you again on this matter.” ﻿So Paul departed from among them.”
They listened up to this point. But, “resurrection” was totally incompatible with Greek thought. They mocked. See 2:13 on the Day of Pentecost. (Drunk on new wine)
They wanted to get rid of their bodies. The spirit was trapped inside the body. The body was evil.
So, the discussion was over. But it was not wasted time. We don’t see multitudes believing as in other places. But the Gospel did cut through a few hard hearts.
2. Decision – 17:34

“However, some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

There were two by name: Dionysius [the Areopagite] – He was one of the council of the Areopagas.
Damaris – probably from the synagogue.
Others – we don’t know how many.

We don’t hear of any church in Athens. But that does not mean that Paul was in error. Our job is to preach the Word of Salvation. The results are up to the Holy Spirit.
Conclusion:

This passage has forced us to look at what we believe and why we believe it.
We have learned: What God is like:



All-wise




All-powerful






All-knowing







All-righteous








All-loving
What He has done:



He created all things




He controls all things
How do I know this?




He has revealed Himself in the Hebrew/Christian Scriptures




How does that help me? - Whatever trial I am facing:
He knows about it,




He is able to handle it,





He will do it justly,





He will do it lovingly,







It will glorify Him in the end.

